Acid and alkaline phosphatase in macrophages of Tenebrio molitor larvae stimulated with asbestos.
The authors studied the activity of acid and alkaline phosphatase in macrophages of Tenebrio molitor larvae stimulated with various types of asbestos: A and B chrysotile, crocidolite, amosite and anthophylite. The activity of the two enzymes increased, as did those of beta-galactosidase and N-acetyl-beta-D-glucosaminidase, two previously assayed enzymes. The increase indicates the toxic action of various types of asbestos and correlates to variations in the mortality curves. The increases of the enzymatic activity and the macrophage response vary with the type of asbestos.